The Eastern Question

Vienna, as he feared that Italy would be left out of the deal.

A few days previously, on September 23rd, Prince Fer-
dinand of Bulgaria visited the Emperor Francis Joseph at
Budapesth. Here views were exchanged, but no precise
understanding appears to have been reached as to dates. It
is believed Aerenthal wished to act first, but Ferdinand, who
did not wish to create an impression of having received
encouragement by Austria's example, declared Bulgarian
independence on October 5th and also proclaimed himself
Czar. Austria announced her annexation of the provinces
on October 6th. It had been the intention to make the
announcement on October the 6th or 7th by means of auto-
graph letters from the Emperor Francis Joseph to be delivered
by his Ambassadors personally to the heads of States. Un-
fortunately there were one or two mistakes. President
Fallieres was about to leave Paris for the country on a shoot-
ing expedition, so Count Khevenhuller delivered the letter a
couple of days too soon and inadvertently let out that Bulgaria
would precede Austria by one day, when Aerenthal was
about to declare that there was no sort of connection between
the two events. King Edward, who had gone to Balmoral,
only received the Emperor Francis Joseph's communication
from the hands of Count Mensdorf on October 8th.

The annexation brought about an immediate and most
serious international crisis. King Edward was extremely
upset and expressed his fears as to the future consequences.
The British Government were particularly annoyed at Aus-
tria's flagrant breach of the Treaty of BERLIN. The Emperor
William was furious and also alarmed at one ally dismem-
bering "another," and he very much resented having been
kept in the dark by his Chancellor, Prince Bulow. France,
to -whom Austria had been useful during the Algeckas Con-
ference in connection with the Morocco Problem, had no
great desire to make difficulties. Italy adopted the same point
of view as the British Government. Iswolski's anger increased
daily and in proportion as he found himself meeting with no
response in Paris and London for his "Straits" plan, but what
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